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Grants to Individuals Programme (Education)
The Harpur Trust has a small direct application programme for individuals seeking grants for education purposes. The programme aims to:
· Significantly improve the financial circumstances or quality of life for low income adults by helping them to access education, leading to a return to work or a career change.

A number of the individuals we support will be isolated adults facing financial hardship and other barriers (such as poor mental health). The programme aims to help them to access education and thus rebuild their lives. Though the Trust expects this to lead to employment or a change of career in the long term, it recognises that this might be achieved through a number of smaller steps.

· Criteria 
Applicants must 

· be on a low income

· be returning to work or planning a career change.
· have left formal education a minimum of five years ago

· be a permanent resident of Bedford Borough

We also look for evidence that you will use your training to work in the Borough furthering our three charitable objects; education, relief and recreation with a social welfare purpose.
Please note that the sum of money allocated to this particular programme is relatively small, and the majority of The Harpur Trust’s grant giving is targeted at organisations.  Competition for individual grants is considerable and, even if an application is successful, it is likely that only a modest contribution towards the costs of study can be made.

· Restrictions and exclusions
Candidates should be resident in the Borough of Bedford (which comprises the Town of Bedford and North Bedfordshire), although their studies may take place outside the area.  Candidates who have moved to the Borough to undertake college courses or other full-time study are unlikely to be eligible.
We do not normally fund students who are part way through a course, unless there are exceptional circumstances.
Grants are not made for PGCE courses and Certificates of Education, or for recreational courses, including academic courses taken for recreational purposes only. 

All applicants must determine their entitlement to statutory funding (eg Student Finance England) before making an application for a grant. Check with the organisation you propose studying to find out about grants and bursaries you might be eligible for. 
· The application process
Please phone before you submit an application form so we can provide early guidance on your request.

The majority of the applications we receive are from candidates seeking financial assistance for courses starting in the autumn term.  Applications receive preliminary consideration by members of The Harpur Trust Grants Committee from the early summer onwards.

We encourage early applications; applications are shortlisted in May and early June, so applicants are advised to submit their forms in April.  Shortlisted candidates are invited to an Interview Panel, usually in July.

For courses starting at other times of year, we recommend the application form be submitted well before the course commencement date.

· Guidance on completing the application form

Please read through these notes carefully before completing the form.  You are required to fill in all sections of the form.  The decision whether to short-list your application for further consideration will be made on the information you provide. 

Although our Trustees will see your completed application form and curriculum vitae, usually they will not see any other information you send to us at this stage of the assessment process.  We therefore advise you not to refer in your application to other papers, such as a covering letter.

Specific guidance on particular questions:

· Question 4

Think very carefully about this question, and provide us with a concise answer.  We will not consider information provided on additional sheets.

· Question 5

a)
Please let us know if these are actual or estimated costs;

b)
Please provide brief information here on how you have arrived at these sums for accommodation, travel arrangements or other additional costs.

· Question 6

a)
If you are not in work, please let us know what statutory benefits you are receiving, or what other financial support you have available to you in the table summarising your current financial situation. For example : Jobseekers Allowance, Income Support, Tax Credits, Housing Benefit , ESA, pension, maternity pay, carer’s allowance etc. 

b)
Grants cannot be made in relief of rates and taxes.  All applicants, therefore, must determine their entitlement to statutory funding e.g. Maintenance Grants & Loans and other programmes, before making an application for a grant.  Trustees will be looking for evidence of your efforts to secure other sources of funding towards the costs of your study.  Please provide full details.  If you have been successful in securing an award from the Harpur Trust previously, please provide the date and sum.

c)
Please give details of any applications you have made to other charities/trusts or loans. 

· Question 7

Please provide details here of any savings you have accumulated towards the costs of your study, money you are able to (or have) borrowed for this purpose or gifts from families or friends that will help with your planned expenditure.

· Question 8

Even if an application is successful, The Harpur Trust is usually only able to make a modest contribution towards the costs of studying.

Questions 5, 6 and 7 will enable our Trustees to know what will be the total expense to you of undertaking the course, and how you plan to meet these costs from a variety of sources.  If there is too great a shortfall between the two sums, however, it may suggest that a modest contribution from The Harpur Trust would be insufficient to enable you to undertake your studies.  In this case, your application is unlikely to succeed.

We want to see evidence that you are planning carefully for the financial implications of your study.  Think carefully about the sum you put here.

· Question 9
Please provide us with the names and full contact details for two referees.  Only one should be able to comment on your academic suitability for this course of study.  We would strongly advise that this person should not be the course organiser or supervisor for your proposed future studies.  Please contact us if you would like further guidance on appropriate referees, particularly if you have not been in education for some time, and you are not able to think of anyone to suggest.

· Additional items to include with your application form:

· your current curriculum vitae (CV), including your full employment history;

· brief details from the course provider of your proposed course of study (eg copy of the relevant information from the prospectus or brochure, which should include details of course fees, examination fees, enrolment fees and, where relevant, other additional costs such as accommodation or equipment);
We recommend sending these additional items, where relevant:

· copy of letter of offer from College/University (or other course provider);

· copies of letters with details of the outcome of requests and applications made to other funding bodies;

· copy of confirmation of Subject and Honours Class of first degree (postgraduates);

· priced book/materials list, if available.

For more information on our community grant programmes, please contact the Community Programmes Team on 01234 369500

[image: image2]

[image: image1.jpg]I

—
X
cC
7))
—

NN

i
;UA
Y
C
A

t A
&%

-~

s

(&

N,

RAVA

R

2

PRINCETON COURT
PILGRIM CENTRE
BRICKHILL DRIVE
BEDFORD

MK41 7PZ

TEL: 01234 369500

FAX: 01234 369505

EMAIL: info@harpurtrust.org.uk
WEB: www.harpurtrust.org.uk
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